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I find it extraordinary that Chacón’s oeuvre can be read as a pictorially 
narrated history of the problems of modern and contemporary painting, and all 
the more so if we consider thecontext where the vast majority of his 
works have been produced…” J. Fuenmayor, Crossings p.43

sigfredo chacón

Sigfredo Chacón was born in Caracas, Venezuela in 1950. He attended 

the Cristóbal Rojas School, 1963-1966 and the Caracas Institute of Design-

Foundation Neumann-Ince, 1966-1970. Around that time, when he was only 15 

years old, he took part in the Segundo Salón de Jóvenes Artistas and the XXVIII 

Salón Arturo Michelena, among many others. In 1973, he moved to the United 

Kingdom to attend the London College of Printing and the Chelsea School of Art.

“
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Once back in Venezuela, Chacón focused on his career as a graphic designer 

so passionately, that he did not take place in any exhibitions from 1972 to 1989. 

Then, acclaimed as one of the best graphic designers in Venezuela, from 1984 

on, he devoted himself to creating a series of drawings and paintings which 

combine unusual materials and techniques such as industrial varnishes, tar or 

encaustic. In 1989 he held a solo exhibition in Sala RG. One exhibition 

followed another as Chacón kept on working in his artistic pieces, in which his 

accomplished craft as a long-time designer can be traced. He is now acclaimed 

as one of the most influential Latin American artists.

His work is present in art institutions such as the Museum of Modern Art-MOMA, 

New York; the Museum of Fine Arts -MHFA, Houston; Mana Contemporary Art, 
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Chicago; Collection Patricia Phelps de Cisneros - CPPC; Cisneros Fontanals 

Art Foundation-CIFO, Miami; Museo Reina Sofía-MNCARS, Madrid; Museo de 

Arte Moderno, Bogotá - MAMBO; Museo de Bellas Artes MBA, Caracas; Galería 

de Arte Nacional-GAN, CINAP; Caracas;  Colección 

Mercantil Collection, Caracas;  Museo del Oeste Jacobo Borjes -MUJABO, 

Caracas;  Museo Alejandro Otero-MAO, Caracas, as in many private collections 

worldwide.



4Crossings is the most complete publication devoted to one the most prominent 

figures in Latin American art. Next to the reproductions of Chacón’s pieces and 

the large collection of familiar and historical pictures never published before, 

it also includes texts by the most renowned experts such as scholar, author and 

curator Jesús Fuenmayor, curator Dan Cameron, scholar Nadja Rottner and 

researcher Félix Suazo. You can also find an interview between the artist, cura-

tor and graphic designer Ávaro Sotillo and a thorough timeline by researchers 

Israel Ortega and Leonor Solá.



“I want to play with the expectations of the audience. There is not much to see 

in the work but a situation is created in my work which presents itself as part of 

the exhibition space. ... All he [the viewer] sees is a space transformed. 

It appears to be that contemporary man is no longer conscious of his relation-

ship to space; we live in a habitual routineof thoughtlessness.” Sigfredo Chacon Crossings p. 
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